
 
 
 

 

Credit Hour Determination Policy 

Scope 

Applies to Mayo Clinic Alix School of Medicine (MCASOM) students when determining 
the value of academic credit. 

Purpose 

To describe the determination of credit hours for courses at MCASOM.  

Policy 

• MCASOM has established the credit hour as the measure of educational credit a 
student may receive for reporting or other purposes, including the academic 
transcript.  

• In the Pre-Clerkship phase of the curriculum, MCASOM course credit hours 
include and are not limited to lectures, laboratories, small group discussions, 
case-based learning activities, and clinic time (simulated or otherwise).  

o Didactic course credit hours are calculated on the formula: one credit = 
approximately 15 contact hours. 

• In the clinical experiences within the curriculum (occurs throughout all four 
years), more emphasis is placed on clinical/experiential learning.  

o Clinical credit hours are calculated on the formula: one credit = 
approximately 40 contact hours. 

Policy Notes 

The Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME) is the U.S. Department of 
Education-recognized accrediting body for programs leading to the M.D. degree in the 
United States. LCME Standard 6.8 Education Program Duration requires a medical 
education program include at least 130 weeks of instruction. 

Related Procedures 

N/A 

Related Documents 

Absence and Attendance Policy 

Academic Enrichment Policy 

Grading Policy 

Selectives Policy 

Self-Directed Learning and Independent Study Time in the Pre-Clerkship Curriculum 
Policy 

https://mayoclinic.onbaseonline.com/mceidp/docpop/docpop.aspx?KT611_0_0_0=DOCMAN-0000128973&clienttype=html&doctypeid=1112
https://mayoclinic.onbaseonline.com/mceidp/docpop/docpop.aspx?cqid=306&KT611_0_0_0=DOCMAN14-0000014396&amp;clienttype=html&amp;doctypeid=1112
https://mayoclinic.onbaseonline.com/mceidp/docpop/docpop.aspx?KT611_0_0_0=DOCMAN-0000050209&clienttype=html&doctypeid=1112
https://mayoclinic.onbaseonline.com/mceidp/docpop/docpop.aspx?KT611_0_0_0=DOCMAN-0000121283%20&clienttype=html&doctypeid=1112
https://mayoclinic.onbaseonline.com/mceidp/docpop/docpop.aspx?KT611_0_0_0=DOCMAN-0000218021&clienttype=html&doctypeid=1112
https://mayoclinic.onbaseonline.com/mceidp/docpop/docpop.aspx?KT611_0_0_0=DOCMAN-0000218021&clienttype=html&doctypeid=1112


 

   

Definitions 

Course: The collective representation of all required curriculum components, e.g. 
course, longitudinal learning experience, clerkship, sub-internship, selective, elective, 
etc. 

Credit Hour: The Electronic Code of Federal Regulations (e-CFR) Title 34: Education 
Part 600-Institutional Eligibility under the Higher Education Act of 1965, as Amended, 
600.2 defines a credit hour as an amount of work represented in intended learning 
outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that is an institutionally 
established equivalency. 

References 

Electronic Code of Federal Regulations 

Liaison Committee on Medical Education 

Owner 

Mary Stevens, M.H.S., on behalf of the Mayo Clinic Alix School of Medicine Executive 
Committee (MSEC) 

Contact 

MCASOM Academic Affairs Support 

Date Current Version 

August 13, 2025 

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=1&SID=1aac29d28888867cec7f531b6dbca662&ty=HTML&h=L&mc=true&r=SECTION&n=se34.3.600_12
http://lcme.org/
mailto:MCASOMPPGSupport@mayo.edu
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